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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

1.  The 103 kilcweter single=track railrond line from Tertu (58% 23° N 07° 43" E)

to Petgeri {57 30°¢ N O7° 37" E)

original plen was to have = straight line route.

N

wag beinc planned as early as 1423. The

After two yesrs of con-

ferences, in vhich villages snG influential land owners attempted {o heve the
line rerouted to come closer for ease of transportation, the present route was

! 25X1 finally settled upon.

2. In the morshy are:s, the ballart was prepared by veiting off -

Construction work started in 1935 and was coopleted in
1938, The first train trovelled the line in 1936, using a temporory srrangeveut.

«omomite charge

sbout two feet below the =urface Of the ground and vith sbout 15:ft of gravel

on top of the ground.
the cavity <reaied.

then the charge wes exp.odsd, the rrevel cetiled into
{ecasioneliy, for exiremely morshy areus, iwo dyummile

charges, one benmeath the other, were exploded simultaneocusly to make certain

the gravel settled down to a firm foundation.

3. On fairly firm ground, two feet of granite gravel was spread for bsllast.

This

granite stone was obtained from Estonia and was crushed to about two=inch
diometer stones in wany small factories in the area.

b, shere an area had to be filled, e mixture of gravel and sand was used, with =

granite gravel cover.

5. The ncrmal profile sgeress the ballast was - -

'g-l_._._

A template wes used to check the ditch dimensious.
Along the ditch a drain-off was provided at approxi-

tracks as fixed points.
nately 500 meter intirvale.
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The ties used were cbtoined from & factory in Velga which produced ties for all
of Estonia’e railrcads. The wood was coniferous. In the factory, the ties vere
cut to size aznd then piled in a pressure tenk. The air vas evacusted from the
tank and liguid ter, by-product from asphalt production, was introduced under
pressure. With this prepsration, it wes claimed the ties vere good 10r 2y:-years.
Before 1930, the year of production wae burned into the tile. sfter 173, a
metal tag, stamped with the year of productioa and 2 symbol for the type of woed,
vas attached to the tie.

Nails were used to rttech the roil aud the bottom plste to the tie. I believe the
boitom plates ceme from sowevhere in Germany. The nsils were manufzciured by the
Franz grull factory in Tallino and reputedly were pecd for 25 yeors. 1The rails
were 12 to 13 meters long and came from the USIR |_:|yihe rrile vere
referred to as "No. 22" or "No. 2A".

The waximum grade along this rallroad line was L to 120, it five or 3ix places
between Tartu and Petseri <¢this grade was vry¥ed for the train engiveer tc adjust
his throttles. The gigna were as follow:) and veres painted black -rith white

lettering.
For oK T, For )
DewwgRROE u% UPG RA-DE

}

In 1932, v LB0eton Czar locomotives of 1889 vintzge, with no :ars, vere run on
the line for a speed teest. The aversgse speed erhifeved wae 110 Lilometers per
hour. The swverage cpeed for freight treine ws: zbout S0 kilopeters per hour and
and for passengsr trains it was 85 kilometers per tour.

The E-tonien Reiiroal Adminisirstiou essigned sii. new ~11 turning :te=m lccometives
to the line in 1939. Passenger cers and freight cars vere unot assigne? to the
1line bu® were shuttled throughcut Estoniz, The norpnd traffic in 1939 wss four
axprees trains iu each direction daily and twc “purt treins" which stoppel at each
station in erch direciicn deily. The express treius ususily hsd three or four
thiri class cars, one second cless car, one bagg:ge <nr, ove mail car, eud one
French Jindtg oof. The 'post tralus” uwSuslly hat twce o {0W [eisengeT ST

and eight or uine freight cars.

The inspection system on the Tartu-Petseri rallroacd line wes typical for nost of
Estonise The Railroad Administration comstructed a three-rocm house and a bdarm,
painted red with white trim, at two kilometer intervnls along the track. The
employee was then responsible for the track for oune kilometer of track on eack
side from his house. He iuspected each point of the track four times daily,
walking a totel of eight kilometers. He cerried oanly a hammer to pound looce
nails. For cther maiatenance, he telephoned the station at Rebase, P8lva or
Veriora tc get - seven man light maintenance crew, or to Tertu-Petseri to get

a heavy maintensnce crew. The light maintenance crews travelled on fowr-vheel
cors with light cquipmsnt such as platarn, tiss, chovels 2nd picks, The heavy
maiutenance crews travell:d on e Swedish Diesel fuel craue cor whick could replace
rails. ! stock of five or ten spare railyosd tracks was maiateinmed st each
ingpector s house, suspended from racks, to keep the rails out of the snow and ice.

During the 1939-1540 Soviet occupation, no damage wes dobe to this railroad system.
Prior to the Nazi ettack, the Red Army ran the three hunired Eston’an locomotives
and about 10 thousand Estonia pessenger and freight cars off a cliff nesar Baltiski
into the Baltic 3ea. This rollimg stock was demaged beyord repsir.  The Naui
rmy brought in German rolling stock and wcved ons reil of the railroad lines to
the nariover German &ize. In the fall cof 1944, the Red .xmy bombed out many of
the railroad bridges and thus captured most of the rolling stock imtact.
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13. 'The bridge zcross the “iver resr Fetserl is shout 295 meteys long, of :teel
truss type comstruetion ou corncrate beli, ag {vllaws;

SNANNDN

1€ wn 4

The bridge ot Reola ic of similsr comeirucsion out shout 16 maters lenge

14, There were atout 25 other briipges slong the line, each nbout thres = five
neters lcng. These bridges were no w re than hesvy cteel Cormen "I beams

1aid asroc« the river cn :~perete beds

-end -
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